1868-1883                       49

ethics unto himself and live up to it with scrupulous
exactitude, to be in the best sense a good man and a
good citizen and to lead a life of self-denial and of
advantage to others, but it requires an extraordinary
virility of mind and a natural moral tendency to enable
a man to do without religion. There are such, but they
are few and far between. In the case of the vast
majority, unbelief merely leads to the creation of an
individual ethical code, carefully constructed so as to
admit of the maximum of self-indulgence and the
minimum of self-denial.

For a nation the disciplinary element in religion is
an absolute essential. Nothing seems able to replace jt.

At present ill-considered scepticism has taken hold
of humanity, and this has in part been brought about
by the horrible "fear of hell fire" teaching adopted by
the Christian Churches, a creed revolting in itself and
inevitably destined to eventual rejection by reasoning
human beings.

Perhaps also, in part, by the object lessons presented
by their priesthood whose life is not altogether in accord
with the principles they endeavour to inculcate. In
point of fact, the ridiculous High-Church curate who
goes about in sackcloth and sandals has greater justifi-
cation for ecclesiastical existence than the bishop who
drives about in a motor-car with a bear-skin rug over
his knees.

The great strength of our country during the early
Victorian period, when it stood as high as at any time
of its history, lay in its middle-class dissenters. Their
steadying effect being apparently no longer available,